Abstract -
BACKGROUND
In 2005, former Ontario Premier Bob Rae called for more post secondary collaboration to limit the perceived 'empire of silos' forming at the institutional level [1] . Dating back to 1997, the bachelor of technology degree partnership between McMaster University and Mohawk College in Hamilton was among the first to offer such a technology degree, where 30 part time students represented the inaugural class. Today, this Yves Landry Award winning degree [2] completion program provides a channel to P.Eng., M.Eng., M.A.Sc., MBA and Ph.D. degrees. While countless colleges have followed suit, the Mohawk-McMaster partnership stands unique as a model of inter-institutional collaboration for students whose career aspirations demand scholastic options. As this collaboration evolves and matures, the various program streams provide options for newly landed immigrants to gain exposure in Canadian engineering and management practices, mature students to expand their educational foundations and college graduates to realize their full potential. 
Bachelor of Technology

Bachelor of Engineering
Student Profile
Students who enjoy laboratory subjects and are also interested in mathematics and science
Students with mathematical and logical strengths
Teaching Methods
More hands-on experimentation and demonstrations during lectures Project work geared to building specific objects or systems as the end product Develops understanding and mathematical foundations related to a specific engineering discipline Project work geared towards synthesis and evaluation
Co-op Education
Co-op mandatory -emphasis on gaining hands-on experience through jobs in industry Co-op desirable but not mandatory -emphasis on application of engineering theory
Careers
Primarily in "hands-on" technology applications (e.g. production, manufacturing, or construction supervision) Compared to a bachelor of engineering degree, B.Tech. features more practical engineering studies, math across the curriculum (rather than in multiple stand alone courses), and closer ties between lectures and real world applications as captured in courses and capstone projects.
B.TECH'S UNIQUE MODEL
A number of characteristics contribute to the unique B.Tech. model including:
 Seamless academic pathways -B.Tech. degree completion programs have been designed to provide seamless transition for college engineering technology graduates (civil, computer studies, mechanical and electrical). Incoming students are granted two years of credit and are required to complete 17 technical courses as well as 7 management courses to achieve a bachelor of technology degree, allowing B.Tech. graduates to be considered for masters level studies (Figure 1 ). 
PROGRAM STRENGTHS
Surveys and focus groups have been administered over the years to gage student reaction/attitudes to program offerings, course quality and related delivery issues. A recent (2013) comprehensive, on-line survey asked DCP students over 100 questions dealing with various aspects of the programs. The top 5 student response categories are shown in Table 2 .
Degree Completion Students (n=175) #1 Flexible schedule/ability to work (evening & weekend classes) #2 Quality of instructors #3 Industry focused blend of theory and practical #4 Small class sizes #5 P.Eng. pathway 
UNIQUE ASPECTS OF THE MOHAWKMcMASTER COLLABORATION
Since its inception, the B.Tech. program has utilized facilities and personnel from both institutions to achieve program objectives. Rather than duplicate lab and other facilities, courses are offered in the institution possessing the necessary lab and equipment to support a given course. Courses are delivered by faculty from both institutions with hiring preference given to applicants holding masters/Ph.D. degrees and professional engineering (P.Eng.) designations.
Mohawk College has the distinction of being the first college in Canada to hold a research chair in engineering with the awarding of a substantial Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) grant in 2013.
This cross appointment permits enhanced collaboration between institutions enabling faculty to work on applied research projects, solving problems for industry in the field of energy engineering. Faculty, industry, and students collaborate to publish conference and journal papers, something rather unique for college faculty who typically have substantial teaching commitments.
In addition, credit level courses have been offered to industrial partners as local companies look to upgrade competencies with in-house university level education. Diplomas are conferred to those who complete five and seven course certificate programs.
Finally, the programs are governed by jointly operated steering committees which provide continuous guidance and policy direction.
LIFE AFTER B.TECH.
B.Tech. students are provided two options upon graduation: perusing related employment or continuing their studies. Post graduation placements in related fields are very high with students assuming positions including: 
CONCLUSIONS
The Mohawk College-McMaster University Bachelor of Technology Partnership program is well into its second decade of operation. Program success can be measured in any number of ways including: number of students, number of course enrollments, percentage co-op/full time related placement, student satisfaction, faculty satisfaction and others. The B.Tech. programs have shown steady and strong growth for over 15 years, with targets now being set to double enrollments within the next few years. B.Tech. programming has broad appeal for both working professionals and high school students who are interested in practical, hands-on university education. Challenges in terms of maintaining small class sizes, attracting/retaining quality faculty/instructors and developing new programming streams remain the primary focus of B.Tech. academic leadership.
